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Why should you consider dog owners in your 
audience mix?  

 

Reason #1 

 

They are a large and growing market 



Leading pets, ranked by household ownership in UK 2017/18 
Survey time period: 2017 to 2018, 8,000 Face-to-face interview  

 

The most popular 
individual pet 
owned in the 
United Kingdom is 
the dog, with 26 
percent of people 
owning one.  
In total, 45 
percent of the UK 
population own a 
pet . This figure 
has increased by 
five percent since 
2016.  

 
 
 
 

It’s a big market 



And a growing market… 
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Spend 
Mintel Research : Millennials and young couples are fueling a 
major boom in spending on pet, with a predicted 25% increase 
over the next five years on the estimated £1.7bn owners will 
spend on their pets in 2018.  
When a dog has more clothes, gourmet treats and pet tech 
gadgets than they can shake their favourite stick at, pet owners 
will look for new ways to reward their furry friend’s affections, 
Dog holidays are predicted as the ultimate pet gift. 
 
The dog and cat food market alone was estimated at £2.5 
billion in 2017. 
 
#dogsofinstagram - pet influencers are having a huge influence 
on social media and often depict pets living their best lives. Pet 
travels is becoming a big part of this trend 
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Why should you consider dog owners in your 
audience mix?  

 

Reason #2 

 

They are part of the family 
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Why should you consider dog owners in your 
audience mix?  

 

Reason #3 

 

They visit  

frequently,  

off peak,  

extend dwell times and  

are less weather dependent 



10 

 
Forestry England Stats 
 
226m visits to our land 
 
@ 50% with dogs c.113m visits 
 



FC local member survey: activities 



Forestry Commission Dog Survey 
1,482 responses  

Local audience: 69% live within 30 miles of a FC forest 





What other activities are you interested in?  
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But what do our pawtners 
and friends say?  
 
‘There was a time when taking a dog 
on holiday was considered eccentric or 
simply dotty. Dogs went into kennels 
and you went away and spent your 
‘relaxing’ break not relaxing at all, but 
worrying that your faithful four-legged 
friend was pining away wondering why 
it has been abandoned’  
 
KATE HUMBLE 
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We know your dog is part of the family 
and we know that dogs love forests. 
That’s why we welcome pets and it’s 
why half our cabins – and all our team, 
are pet-friendly. A Forest Holiday is the 
perfect pet-friendly UK holiday.  
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Baskets, bowls, a scratch behind 
the ears – even special welcome 

treats (perhaps a sausage at 
breakfast) at some of these truly 
dog-friendly places that will spoil 

your pet as much as they do you. 



18 

Inspiring 
places to go 
glamping in 

UK and Europe 
 
 

40% of our 
places accept 

pets 
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Pets Pyjamas are leaders of one 
of the fastest growing trends in 
the travel industry: 100% growth 
on bookings year on year!  
 
Demand for pet-friendly places is 
at an all time high. 
 
Not restricted by traditional 
seasonal travel trends: year-
round business  
 
Their high value customers often 
spend more with properties to 
enjoy dining and drinking with their 
dog rather than going elsewhere. 
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Dog friendly mini-moons In 
2018, PetsPyjamas saw a rise in 
the increase of customer requests 
for post-wedding getaways and 
with dogs considered part of the 
family and so easy to slot into 
domestic holiday plans, they 
expect these enquiries only to rise. 
 
Sniffer Trips – road trips with 
your Rover! With staycationing 
being a massively popular choice 
for dog owners, PetsPyjamas has 
seen a rise in multi-stop trips 
around the UK, which they believe 
will be a trend for adventure lovers 
in 2019. 
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Splash it all Rover! Cleaning up, the dog wash that gives your 
mucky mutt a shampoo and blow dry 

The high-tech pampering station is in the Wyre Forest in Worcestershire  
It includes a washing ‘cycle’ for ten minutes and a thorough blow-dry 

More than 300 owners have used machine since it opened three months ago 
Forestry Commission installed it to encourage city-dwellers to visit the country 
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